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As we progress through the academic
year, this edition of Meraki features a
wonderful blend  of creativity and
wonderfully written articles. Through
this edition, you may become informed
about fast fashion and its impact, but
also expect a few action-packed fantasy
stories to spruce things up! 

Our magazine aims to showcase the
brilliance that can be found within our
student body.

We hope you enjoy every bit of this
edition!

Narrative stories

Student stories

 - Dhriti Mukherjee
School Editor

A Creative Rollercoaster



F i r s t ,  k e e p  t h e  t o y  f i l l e d  c a g e  r e a d y .1 .

T h e n ,  p u t  t h e  s l e e p i n g  p o t i o n  i n  t h e

c h o c o l a t e  m i l k .

2 .

N e x t ,  k e e p  t h e  c h o c o l a t e  m i l k  o u t s i d e  h i s

d e n .

3 .

A f t e r  t h a t ,  h i d e  i n  t h e  b u s h e s  a n d  w a i t  f o r

h i m  t o  d r i n k  t h e  m i l k .

4 .

F i n a l l y ,  p u t  t h e  s l e e p i n g  m o n s t e r  i n  t h e  c a g e

a n d  t a k e  h i m  h o m e .

5 .

How To Catch a
Monster

 -  S t u d e n t s  o f  G r a d e  1
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Visit To My Hometown
In the year 2024, during my summer vacation, I went to
Gwalior and Shivpuri to spend the holidays with my great-
grandmother and family. I went there with my father,
mother and grandmother. My great-grandmother and family
live on a big farm. In Gwalior, I played a lot with my sister,
talked a lot with both my grandmothers, read a book and
went out frequently with my grandfather. 

When we went to Shivpuri the first thing I did was
gardening. There is so much space there to run around; and
that I did to my heart's content! We have Sheru, the German
Shepherd; Max and Sweety, the Indie dogs and Dika, the duck
at the farm. I was afraid of Sheru but enjoyed playing with
Sweety and Dika. I chased Dika the duck every time and he
would run all around. I even drove the tractor and trolley
with my Uncle Jaspal. One day I went and sat on the tractor
without telling anyone and shifted the gear lever. The
tractor suddenly moved forward and I got really scared. My
parents heard the noise and rushed out but did not scold me
as I had realized my mistake. What I had done was very
dangerous. The next morning I went to herd goats with my
mom and the shepherd who had come on the farm with his
herd. We celebrated my cousin’s birthdays that day. 

I even went to the town fair with my grandfather and
parents. We sat on some rides and relished local food. On
the farm I enjoyed taking a bath in the open field with water
coming from the borewell. I went for walks with Mom and
my grandmother frequently and even went cycling with my
aunt Shiva. We went to visit a family in the village with my
grandfather on his motorcycle where I made some friends -
Pihu, Ishu and Betu. Even though the weather was extremely
hot I really enjoyed the village-life holiday with my family. I
was very sad when we were leaving Shivpuri to come back to
Goa, but I was also happy to go back and meet my teachers
and friends.   - Aryaveer Singh, Grade 3B
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O n e  d a y ,  S k y e  a n d  I  w e n t  t o  t h e  B o n d l a  W i l d l i f e
S a n c t u a r y  w i t h  o u r  p a r e n t s .    W e  e n j o y e d  w a l k i n g
a r o u n d  a n d  l o o k i n g  a t  a l l  t h e  a n i m a l s .  

A f t e r  a  w h i l e  m y  p a r e n t s  a n d  S k y e ’ s  m o t h e r  s a t
d o w n  t o  e a t  a  p i c n i c  s n a c k ,  b u t  S k y e ’ s  f a t h e r
t o o k  u s  a h e a d  t o  s e e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  d e e r .  

O n  t h e  w a y  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  f e e l  h u n g r y  s o  S k y e ’ s
f a t h e r  o p e n e d  h i s  b a g  t o  g i v e  u s  c h i p s  a n d  j u i c e .
S u d d e n l y ,  o u t  o f  t h e  b l u e ,  a  h u g e  m o n k e y
j u m p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  t r e e s  a n d  g r a b b e d  t h e  b a g ;  h e
w a n t e d  a l l  t h e  c h i p s  f o r  h i m s e l f !  W e  s c r e a m e d
o u r  l u n g s  o u t  w h i l e  S k y e ’ s  f a t h e r  w r e s t l e d  w i t h
t h e  m o n k e y .  F i n a l l y ,  S k y e ’ s  f a t h e r  t h r e w  S k y e ’ s
j u i c e  p a c k e t  t o  t h e  m o n k e y  t o  d i s t r a c t  h i m ,  a n d
t h e n  w e  s n u c k  a w a y  w i t h  t h e  b a g .  I t  w a s  a l l  a
n i c e  a d v e n t u r e .

S o  i f  y o u  a r e  g o i n g  t o  B o n d l a ,  w a t c h  o u t  f o r  t h e
m o n k e y s !  
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Our day at the zoo!

 -  C l a r a  L o p e s ,  G r a d e  1

4



So sweet  smelling  was  the  fragrance  from a  nearby
garden that  I  couldn’ t  res ist  v is i t ing  i t .  When I  reached
there ,  I  noticed  there  were  f lowers  with  v iv id  colors  a l l
over .  There  were  orchids ,  roses ,  marigolds ,  jasmines ,
dais ies ,  l i l ies ,  i r ises ,  and more.  A  feast  to  the  eyes
indeed!  There  were  a lso  huge old  trees ,  spread out  l ike
canopies .  I  spotted  a  gazebo with  a  lovely  seat ing,  r ight
in  the  middle  of  the  garden.  I  saw there  were  many
people  in  the  park  taking a  walk,  and jogging.  I  could
hear some of  them chatt ing,  chi ldren playing  with  their
pets ,  and some enjoying the  r ides .  Squeals  of  laughter
and fr iendly  barks  f i l led  and  echoed  in  the  a ir .  I  a lso
had a  beaut i ful  breath-taking view  o f  the  sunset ,  and
tasted  some specia l  aromatic  tea  from the  kiosk  that  the
garden is  famous for .  Soon i t  was  t ime to  leave  as  i t
s tarted gett ing  dark.  At  the  exi t ,  I  found a  f lor is t  se l l ing
exot ic  bouquets .  I  held  my favouri te ,  sweet-smelling
paste l-colored roses ,  p lucked from the  garden i tse l f .  I
took a  bunch at  home for  my mom, knowing she  is  fond
of  f lowers .  This  p lace  is  ca l led  Walkers  Garden Centre ,
and I  look forward to  seeing  i t  again.
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The GardenThe Garden
A descriptive article featuring the five senses.

 -  Sasha Alvares ,  Grade 4B



With the Starliner Space Capsule’s leakage problems and broken
thrust, Sunita Wiliams and Butch Wilmore are stuck in the ISS
(International Space Station), orbiting around the Earth. They
reached the ISS on June 6th and were expected to return by June
15th. NASA’s main reason for sending these two astronauts into
space was for the test flight of Boeing’s Starliner Space Capsule.
NASA says that they will be in orbit until they fix their capsule, or
another way is to attach the two astronauts to a mission that is
scheduled to launch in September, and return them to earth in
February 2025. The name of the space capsule that is scheduled
to launch in September is SpaceX Dragon capsule. If SpaceX
Dragon is used, the Starliner craft would  return to Earth without
any crew, but under computer control. 

It sounds scary that these astronauts are in space for such a long
time. However, Sunita Wiliams claims to be having a great time
in space. She said, ‘I am enjoying the environment, eating that
great space food and being able to look out the window.’
However, being in space is affecting their heath, too! It reduces
their muscle mass affecting their health. They both are the most
qualified astronauts at NASA, so NASA will do the best to help  
the astronauts recover whenever they are back. Lets hope that
they come back soon to their HOMES!

NASA Astronauts
Stuck in Space!

  - Vyas Kumbhar, Grade 5B

MERAKI  |  AUGUST-OCTOBER  246



On the day before the Matharon in school I had a Math quiz practice
known as Matharon practice. 

When I got into class, we sat House-wise. My other team mates and I
started practicsing. We were given many stimulating and challenging
questions but we were on top of our game and were feeling confident. 

That night, my mother printed out sheets for me to practice and on the
other hand, my father and I brainstormed all the questions on a phone
call.  We covered the practice worksheets and did a lot of mental
Math. 

Finally, the day  arrived! I was ready for whatever questions came my
way. When it was time to be on stage, I walked confidently and sat in
my seat. When it was our turn, it was either Yuven or me giving most of
the answers, which were all correct. 

Once the quiz was over, the results were announced from last to first
place.  In 4th place was Phoenix, Hercules was 3rd, Polaris came 2nd and
the 1st place was bagged by none other than PEGASUS! 

I was ecstatic beyond words to be part of the winning team.
When I met my Mom, she  jumped for joy and treated my sister and me
to ice cream! 

My Matharon

Avyan Kumar, Grade 4B
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Complete the poem!

Mary had a little lamb
He loved to eat bread and jam
Once he went to the fair
And brought home a big bear. 
The bear and he were best friends
This is where the poem ends. 

The students of Grade 1 participated in an activity in which they had to
complete the poem after being given the first two lines as a prompt.

 -  S k y e  M a s c a r e n h a s  ,  G r a d e  1 B

Mary had a little lamb
He loved to eat bread and jam
Then they got a big, fat cat
The cat wore a funny hat
The cat loved to play in the garden
But she always used to say pardon. 

 -  N a t h a n  D i a s  ,  G r a d e  1 B

Mary had a little lamb
He loved to eat bread and jam
The lamb was friends with a cat
Who wore funny, colourful hats
They went for a ride in a shiny car
To McDonald’s not very far. 

 -  H a i l e y  d e  B a r r o s ,  G r a d e  1 B



My journey through singing is hard. You need to practise everyday if
you want to be a singer. I practise everyday and also go for singing
classes. 

I want to be a singer and let my voice be heard by everyone. I like
singing a lot and the teachers are so sweet. If you want to be a
singer you have to select a song that you can sing. 

You can also go to music classes so you can improve your singing
more. But if you don’t like singing you don’t have to do it. You may
like something else like football or dancing. Everyone likes something,
but I like singing and this is my journey through it.

My Journey Through Singing

 - Ravika Malhotra, Grade 4B
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W h a t  i s  i t  l i k e  l i v i n g  i n  a n o t h e r
c o u n t r y ?

G o o d  a f t e r n o o n ,  T e a c h e r s  a n d  m y  f r i e n d s
M y  n a m e  i s  A u r i k a  a n d  I  a m  f r o m
U k r a i n e .  O u r  f a m o u s  f o o d  i s  B o r s h c h
w h i c h  i s  m a d e  o f  b e e t r o o t  a n d  c a b b a g e .
W e  h a v e  l o v e l y  d a n c e s  a n d  s o n g s  i n  m y
c o u n t r y .  M y  c o u n t r y  i s  v e r y  b e a u t i f u l
a n d  h a s  l o t s  o f  s n o w .  B u t  n o w  t h e r e  i s  a
b i g  f i g h t  g o i n g  o n  a n d  m y  f a m i l y  a n d  I
h a v e  c o m e  t o  G o a .  M y  D a d d y  w a s  o n c e  i n
t h a t  f i g h t  f o r  m a n y  m o n t h s .  T h e n  m y
D a d d y  s a i d  h e  w a n t e d  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  h i s
f a m i l y  a n d  s o  h e  c a m e  h o m e .  I  l o v e  G o a
v e r y  m u c h  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  n i c e  b e a c h e s
a n d  s u n s h i n e .  B u t  I  m i s s  U k r a i n e  b e c a u s e
m y  a u n t y  i s  i n  U k r a i n e  a n d  I  m i s s  h e r .

 -  A u r i k a  A r a k e l i a n ,  G r a d e  1 B
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 - Sophie Anand, Grade 5A

Dengue
This is an informative chart made by a student from Grade 5

about the mosquito-borne illness, dengue. It elaborates on the
causes, precautions, symptoms, and treatment of dengue.
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Good morning, Teachers and friends. 
Electricity is very useful for our lives. It can be good or
bad, just like this coin which has 2 sides. Today I’m going
to throw light on safety measures to follow when using
electricity. In my chart there are many pictures. One girl
is putting a fork in the plug; she should not do this.
Another girl is using a wet cloth to wipe the table lamp
when it is on. She should switch off the lamp and then
wipe it with a dry cloth. A boy is attaching 2 broken
wires together. He must call an electrician. A third girl is
putting her hands on broken wire; she must stay away
from it. Yet another girl is putting her finger into the
plug and she will get a shock. She should stay away from
it and play with toys instead. Wherever you see this sign
that says ‘CAUTION’, you must stay away. If you follow
these rules, you will become a superhero. Would you like
to be a superhero?

Safety with Electricity

 - Delita Dmello, Grade 1B

An excerpt from a speaking activity conducted in Grade 1
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Grade One
Speaking Activity

G o o d  a f t e r n o o n ,  e v e r y o n e !  

M y  f a v o u r i t e  b o o k  i s  c a l l e d  R i s e

o f  t h e  R o g u e s  b y  B e t h  D a v i e s .  I

l o v e  i t  v e r y  m u c h  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s

B a t m a n  a n d  s p e a k s  a b o u t  a l l  t h e

v i l l a i n s .  M y  m o t h e r  u s e d  t o  r e a d

m e  t h i s  b o o k  a t  l u n c h  t i m e .  N o w  I

c a n  r e a d  i t  b y  m y s e l f .  I  h a v e  r e a d

i t  s o  m a n y  t i m e s  t h a t  I  h a v e

m e m o r i s e d  t h e  b o o k .  M y  m u m  a l s o

h a s  m e m o r i s e d  t h e  b o o k .    O n e  o f

t h e  p i c t u r e s  i s  a  f i g h t  b e t w e e n

t h e  s u p e r h e r o  t e a m  a n d  t h e

r o g u e s .  A t  t h e  e n d  i t  h a s  a  q u i z

a b o u t  t h e  s t o r y .  I  c a n  a n s w e r  a l l

t h e  q u e s t i o n s .  I  w i l l  n e v e r  g e t

b o r e d  o f  t h i s  b o o k .  

 -  V I V A A N  A N G L E

G R A D E  1 B
G o o d  a f t e r n o o n ,  t e a c h e r s  a n d  m yf r i e n d s .  M y  f a v o u r i t e  b o o k  i s  3 6 5  q u e s t i o n s

a n d  a n s w e r s  o n  t h e  U n i v e r s e .  I  l o v e
i t  b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e
u n i v e r s e .  I t  h a s  b e a u t i f u l  p i c t u r e s

w h i c h  m a k e  t h e  b o o k  m o r e  n i c e .  Y o u
c a n  l e a r n  a b o u t  s p a c e  a n d  s c i e n t i s t s

f r o m  t h i s  b o o k .  M y  d a d  r e a d s  t h i s
b o o k  w i t h  m e  a n d  I  l o v e  s p e n d i n gt h i s  t i m e  w i t h  h i m .  

 -  R I S H  N A I K  G R A D E  1 B

12
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Art Corner!

 - Aarvi Kumbhar, Grade 3B

 - Riva Patel, Grade 5A
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One  morn ing  I  hea rd  a  rus t l e  o f  l e aves  f a l l i ng  wh i l e  I
woke  up .  I  s aw  a  pos t ca rd  on  my  bed-s ide  t ab l e .  I
wondered  who  cou l d  have  kept  i t .  Wh i l e  I  r eached  out
to  g rab  the  pos t  my  te l ephone  r ang .  T r i ng !  T r i ng !  I
tumb led  ove r  my  dog ’ s  wet  squ i shy  toy  wh i l e
reach ing  a c ross  my  room to  answer  the  ca l l .  I t  was
my  b ro the r ,  Ra in .  He  sa i d ,  “A l ex ,  hu r ry  and  come  out
to  the  ga rden !  I t ’ s  an  emergency ! ” .  Befo re  I  cou l d
ask  h im  any  fu r the r  ques t i ons ,  the  doo r  be l l  r ang .
T ing  tong !  T i ng  tong !  Wor r i ed ,  I  r u shed  to  ge t  the
door  and  the re  was  Ra in   wa i t i ng  outs i de  the  doo r .
He  tu rned  me  ups i de  down  w i th  h i s  b road  muscu l a r
a rms  and  took  me  to  the  cent re  o f  the  ga rden .  I
cou l d  see  the  wor l d  ups i de  down .  I  cou l d  see  my
re l a t i ves ,  ne i ghbours ,  f r i ends  and  fam i l y .  I  c ou l dn ’ t
be l i e ve  i t  was  rea l ;  maybe  I  was  s t i l l  a s l eep  and
dreaming .  My  b ro the r  put  me  down  where  the re  was  a
cake  on  the  t ab l e  wh i l e  a l l  g a the red  a round  me  and
sang  a  Happy  B i r thday  song .  I  had  fo rgot ten  my  own
b i r thday !  And  how  s i l l y  my  b ro the r  was  to  embar rass
me  wh i l e  I  f a ced  eve ryone  i n  my  pa j amas !  I  happ i l y
cut  my  b i r thday  cake ,  because  who  says  No  to  cake? !
Wh i l e  I  was  to  t ake  a  p i e ce  o f  the  cake ,  my  naughty
bro ther  pushed  not  on ly  me ,  bu t  a l so  my  f r i ends  i n to
the  poo l .  By  the  t ime  I  r ea l i s ed  th i s ,  a lmost  eve ryone
inc l ud ing  aunt  C l a r a  were  i n  the  poo l .  My  b ro the r
jumped  i n ,  t oo ,  w i th  a  sp l a sh !  Oh !  What  fun  i t  was
see ing  eve ryone  en joy  sp l a sh ing  wate r  on  one  and
other .  A l l  t he  madness  my  b ro the r  had  p l anned  fo r
me .   My  b i r thday  was  a  l o t  o f  fun  and  I  en joyed  the
day  to  the  fu l l e s t .

The Garden Drama

 -  E l i z a  Soman i ,  G rade  4B



Poetry
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I  d o  n o t  b o t h e r ,  b e c a u s e  I  h a v e  m y  m o t h e r .
S h e  i s  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  b e s t .
S h e  c o o k s  d e l i c i o u s  f o o d ,  I  k n o w ,
A n d  h e l p s  m y  l o v e  f o r  l e a r n i n g  g r o w .
S h e  p l a y s  w i t h  m e  i n  t h e  r a i n ,
E v e n  w h e n  s h e  i s  i n  p a i n .

S h e  c h e e r s  m e  u p  w h e n  I  a m  s a d ,  
A n d  s h o u t s  a t  m e  w h e n  I  a m  b a d .
I n  h e r  e y e s  I  s e e  t h e  s t a r ,
H e r  l o v e  f o r  m e  c a n  r e a c h  s o  f a r .
M o m ,  I  l o v e  y o u  a n d  I  k n o w  t h a t  y o u  l o v e  m e  t o o .
M y  m o m  i s  t h e  b e s t  o f  t h e  b e s t !

My
Mother

      -   R i v a a n  N a i k ,   3 A  

A t  n i g h t  w h e n  t h e  s u n  h a s  g o n e  
a n d  t h e  m o o n  a n d  s t a r s  h a v e  s e t  
o u t  i n  t h e  c o o l  s k y ,  d a r k  a n d  w e t ,
a l l  o f  t h e  w i l d  a n d  s c a r y  c r e a t u r e s  c o m e  o u t .

W h i l e  t h e  m o o n  s h i n e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s u n ,
t h e  w i l d  c r e a t u r e s  t r y  t o  f i n d  t h e i r  p r e y
b u t  i t  i s  h a r d  f o r  t h e m  b e c a u s e  t h e y  s l i d e  a w a y .

W h e n e v e r  y o u  h e a r  a  r u m b l e  a t  n i g h t ,
I t  i s  b e c a u s e  o f  a  g r u m b l e
i n  t h e  j u n g l e .  

Night

  -  S a m a r a  G u r b a x a n i ,   4 B



“Cleaning day,” sighed Celeste heavily. She and her sister Thalia used to clean their house once every
two weeks, quicker than they could imagine. They liked cleaning, but they never looked forward to
climbing up the ‘ladder-of-the-haunted’, which led to the attic. They cleaned their house and as soon as
they started, the joy of cleaning came to an end. Thalia and Celeste shivered at the thought of climbing
the creaky ladder stairs, and shuddered at the sight of miniature creatures that lurked behind dusty
carpets, worn out clothes and box upon box of old items. With a deep breath, they headed up the ladder,
opened the door and went inside. Celeste turned on the light which was very dim but showed mercy to a
bit of light. Suddenly Thalia slipped over an old scarf and crashed on the floor. After Celeste helped her
up, she found an old frayed piece of paper.

They picked it up curiously and left the attic to ponder the mysteries that this paper held. As they
headed downstairs, they unrolled it. It was a map. It was patched and felt really thin between their
fingers. It smelt of saffron and it was clear that this piece of paper had been through a lot. It had a large
‘1998’ on top. Intrigued, they traced this date with excited hands. Suddenly, they were teleported to an
unknown land.

They landed with a soft thump and the two sisters stared. They had landed on grass the colour of purple
grapes. Wait, what? Purple grass? They were amazed at this sight and eager to see more. Looming above
them, casting an enormous shadow was a mountain, the biggest they had seen. As they gawked at this
majestic part of nature, a rumble shook the ground. “Celeste, I’m scared,” cried Thalia. “Don’t worry.
Everything will be all right,” said Celeste gently.

As the ground shook once more, the rocks of the mountain started to crumble. Fear didn’t hesitate to
possess the girls’ minds and bodies. They went closer, taking their time and as they edged closer, they
realized it was a cave. They decided to rest in its shelter and plonked down on the bed of earth.
Suddenly, a voice echoed across the cave stabbing and plundering their hearts. As they stood there
wondering what to do, a woman stepped forward. As the girls realized who it was they clapped their
hands and jumped in glee. It was the greatest superhero, Alexa Laylande, who had been missing for 13
years. 

The Mystery of the Lost Hero

She had saved their country from days and hours of peril and disrepute. Alexa said, “I purposely went
missing to see what you citizens would do but nobody bothered to come and look for me, so I hid some
special objects all around the country including the map which would lead them here. Kudos to both of
you for finding it as well as me. I really appreciate it.”

Overjoyed, Thalia and Celeste went with Alexa back to their country along with the map. They decided
to call her the Lost Hero. They promised her that they would visit her, and the two sisters continued to
spread word about Alexa Laylande. Perhaps they still visit her. Maybe the map is also hidden there,
within the mysteries of the attic.

- Saanchi Kelkar, Grade 7A
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S u s t a i n a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  a n  e s s e n t i a l  a p p r o a c h  f o r  m e e t i n g  t h e
g r o w i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  f o o d  w h i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d
n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s .  W i t h  p o p u l a t i o n  g r o w t h  a n d  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e
p l a c i n g  p r e s s u r e  o n  f o o d  s y s t e m s ,  f a r m e r s  a r e  t u r n i n g  t o
i n n o v a t i v e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  b o o s t  p r o d u c t i v i t y  w i t h o u t  h a r m i n g
e c o s y s t e m s .  
K e y  a m o n g  t h e s e  i s  p r e c i s i o n  f a r m i n g ,  w h i c h  u s e s  t e c h n o l o g y  l i k e
d r o n e s ,  s e n s o r s ,  a n d  G P S  t o  m o n i t o r  c r o p  a n d  s o i l  h e a l t h .  T h i s
a l l o w s  f a r m e r s  t o  u s e  w a t e r ,  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  a n d  p e s t i c i d e s  m o r e
e f f i c i e n t l y ,  r e d u c i n g  w a s t e  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i m p a c t  w h i l e
i n c r e a s i n g  y i e l d s .  

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  p r a c t i c e  i s  o r g a n i c  a n d  r e g e n e r a t i v e  f a r m i n g ,
w h i c h  f o c u s e s  o n  i m p r o v i n g  s o i l  h e a l t h  a n d  b i o d i v e r s i t y .  O r g a n i c
f a r m i n g  a v o i d s  s y n t h e t i c  c h e m i c a l s ,  u s i n g  n a t u r a l  m e t h o d s  l i k e
c r o p  r o t a t i o n  a n d  c o m p o s t i n g  t o  m a i n t a i n  s o i l  f e r t i l i t y .
R e g e n e r a t i v e  f a r m i n g  b u i l d s  o n  t h i s  b y  a c t i v e l y  e n h a n c i n g  t h e
s o i l  t h r o u g h  t e c h n i q u e s  l i k e  c o v e r  c r o p p i n g  a n d  r e d u c e d  t i l l a g e .
T h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  h e l p  s e q u e s t e r  c a r b o n ,  s u p p o r t  e c o s y s t e m s ,  a n d
c r e a t e  m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  f a r m l a n d s .  
V e r t i c a l  f a r m i n g  i s  a n o t h e r  b r e a k t h r o u g h ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  u r b a n
a r e a s .  B y  g r o w i n g  c r o p s  i n  s t a c k e d  l a y e r s  w i t h i n  c o n t r o l l e d
i n d o o r  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  v e r t i c a l  f a r m s  u s e  l e s s  l a n d  a n d  w a t e r  t h a n
t r a d i t i o n a l  f a r m s ,  p r o v i d i n g  f r e s h ,  l o c a l  p r o d u c e  w i t h  r e d u c e d
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  e m i s s i o n s .  T h i s  m e t h o d  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o p u l a r  i n
c i t i e s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  s p a c e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  
W h i l e  s u s t a i n a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r e  s h o w s  p r o m i s e ,  t h e r e  a r e
c h a l l e n g e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  o f  n e w  t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  t h e
n e e d  f o r  g r e a t e r  m a r k e t  s u p p o r t .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  c o n t i n u e d
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  s u s t a i n a b l e  p r a c t i c e s ,  a g r i c u l t u r e  c a n  e v o l v e  t o  b e
m o r e  r e s i l i e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  f r i e n d l y ,  o f f e r i n g  a  b r i g h t e r
f u t u r e  f o r  f o o d  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e  p l a n e t .
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Sustainable Agriculture

 -  A r a d y h a  S i d h u ,  G r a d e  6 A
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The Fast Fashion Economy: Why
Your Wardrobe is a Bigger Threat to

the Planet than Oil Spills
A r e  y o u  a  p e r s o n  w h o  f i n d s  t h r i l l  i n  w a l k i n g  i n t o  a  s t o r e  a n d  b u y i n g  c h e a p
a p p a r e l  e v e n  t h o u g h  y o u  d o n ’ t  n e e d  i t ?  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  d o  y o u  p a r t a k e  i n  f a s t
f a s h i o n ?  A s  m u c h  a s  t h i s  c l o t h i n g  m a y  b e n e f i t  y o u  a n d  y o u r  b a n k  a c c o u n t ,  o u r
p l a n e t  i s  l e f t  p l e a d i n g  t o  b e  s a v e d  f r o m  t h o s e  v e r y  c h o i c e s .  T h e  f a s t  f a s h i o n
i n d u s t r y ,  d u e  t o  i t s  d i s p o s a b l e  n a t u r e ,  h a s  b e c o m e  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o
e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d e g r a d a t i o n .  B r a n d s  l i k e  Z a r a ,  H & M ,  a n d  S h e i n  p r o d u c e  n e w
c o l l e c t i o n s  w e e k l y ,  p e r s u a d i n g  c o n s u m e r s  t o  b u y  m o r e  o f t e n .  T h e  v e r y  i d e a  o f
w e a r i n g  t h e  g a r m e n t  o n c e  i s  w h a t  f u e l s  t h e  d e m a n d  f o r  n e w  c l o t h e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a
m a s s i v e  i n c r e a s e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  a  d e c r e a s e  i n  o u r  p l a n e t ’ s  h e a l t h .  T h e
f a s h i o n  i n d u s t r y  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0 %  o f  g l o b a l  c a r b o n  e m i s s i o n s
— m o r e  t h a n  a l l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  f l i g h t s  a n d  m a r i t i m e  s h i p p i n g  c o m b i n e d .  

W a t e r  w a s t e  a n d  p o l l u t i o n :  T h e  t e x t i l e  i n d u s t r y  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  c o n s u m e r s
o f  w a t e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  u n t r e a t e d  w a s t e w a t e r  i s  o f t e n
d i s c h a r g e d  i n t o  w a t e r  b o d i e s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  d y e s ,  h e a v y  m e t a l s ,  a n d  m i c r o p l a s t i c s ,
w h i c h  t h r e a t e n  a q u a t i c  l i f e .

C a r b o n  e m i s s i o n s  a n d  e n e r g y  u s e :  T h e  f a s t  f a s h i o n  i n d u s t r y  i s  r e l i a n t  o n
s y n t h e t i c  f i b r e s ,  w h i c h  i n c r e a s e  i t s  c a r b o n  f o o t p r i n t .  P o l y e s t e r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  f o r
e x a m p l e ,  i s  h i g h l y  e n e r g y - i n t e n s i v e ,  r e l e a s i n g  n e a r l y  t h r e e  t i m e s  m o r e  c a r b o n
d i o x i d e  t h a n  c o t t o n !  M o r e o v e r ,  s y n t h e t i c  f i b r e s  c a n  t a k e  h u n d r e d s  o f  y e a r s  t o
d e c o m p o s e .

W a s t e  a n d  L a n d f i l l  O v e r l o a d :  W h e r e  a r e  o u r  c l o t h e s  a n d  a p p a r e l  s e n t ?  G l o b a l l y ,
m a n y  t r u c k l o a d s  o f  t e x t i l e s  a r e  s e n t  t o  l a n d f i l l s  o r  i n c i n e r a t o r s  e v e r y  w a k i n g
s e c o n d !  I n  A m e r i c a  a l o n e ,  a n  e s t i m a t e d  1 1 . 3  m i l l i o n  t o n s  o f  t e x t i l e  w a s t e  –
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  8 5 %  o f  a l l  t e x t i l e s  –  e n d  u p  i n  l a n d f i l l s  o n  a  y e a r l y  b a s i s .

I  m y s e l f  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  a  b u s i n e s s  e v e n t  i n  s c h o o l  c a l l e d  N E X U S ,  a l o n g s i d e  m y
p e e r s ,  V i v a a n  G r a c i a s ,  V a i s h n a v i  V e d a n t ,  X a r i a  D ’ c r u z  a n d  L e a n d e r  P i n t o .  W e  h a d
t o  c r e a t e  a  b u s i n e s s  p l a n  t o  s e l l  o r g a n i c ,  s u s t a i n a b l e  c l o t h i n g .  T h e  e v e n t  h e l p e d
m e  g a i n  a  b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i n s i g h t s  o f  f a s t  f a s h i o n  a n d  i t s  n e g a t i v e
a s p e c t s  w h i l e  a l s o  m a k i n g  m e  r e t h i n k  m y  c o n s u m p t i o n  h a b i t s .

H o w  c a n  y o u  h e l p ?  S i m p l e !  C h o o s e  s u s t a i n a b l e  f a s h i o n !  Y o u  c a n  d o  t h i s  b y
a d o p t i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  h a b i t s  l i k e  b u y i n g  s e c o n d - h a n d  c l o t h i n g ,  g i v i n g  o l d  c l o t h e s
t o  a n y  n e a r b y  t h r i f t  s t o r e s ,  b u y i n g  f r o m  s u s t a i n a b l e  b r a n d s  o r  e m b r a c i n g  t h e
c o n c e p t  o f  a  c a p s u l e  w a r d r o b e !  T h e  f a s t  f a s h i o n  i n d u s t r y  p o s e s  a  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t
t o  o u r  p l a n e t !  D o  y o u r  p a r t  a n d  s a v e  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e r e  i s  a l w a y s  a  h o p e  f o r
a  b e t t e r ,  a n d  g r e e n e r  t o m o r r o w !

 -  A n u s h k a  K u s h e ,  G r a d e  9
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A l l  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s  c o n t a i n  m o l e c u l e s  b u i l t  t o  a  c o m m o n  p l a n .  M o s t
c h e m i c a l  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s  a r e  o r g a n i c  c a r b o n  c o m p o u n d s ,
w h e r e i n  c a r b o n  a t o m s  c o v a l e n t l y  b o n d  o t h e r  c a r b o n ,  h y d r o g e n  o x y g e n  o r
n i t r o g e n  a t o m s .  O r g a n i c  c o m p o u n d s  i n  l i v i n g  m a t t e r  a r e  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y
v a r i e d  a n d  m a n y  a r e  e x t r e m e l y  l a r g e  a n d  c o m p l e x .  A  s i n g l e  c e l l  o f  c o m m o n
b a c t e r i u m  E s c h e r i c h i a  c o l i  c o n t a i n s  a b o u t  5 0 0 0  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  o r g a n i c
c o m p o u n d s  w i t h  3 0 0 0  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p r o t e i n s  a n d  1 0 0 0  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s
o f  n u c l e i c  a c i d ,  b o t h  b e i n g  i n t r i c a t e  a n d  c o m p l e x  m o l e c u l e s .

T h e r e  m a y  b e  w e l l  o v e r  5 0 , 0 0 0  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  p r o t e i n s  w h i c h  a r e  s i m p l y
c o m p l e x  o r g a n i c  m o l e c u l e s .  I n  f a c t ,  e a c h  s p e c i e s  o f  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m  h a s  i t s
o w n  s e t  o f  p r o t e i n  a n d  n u c l e i c  a c i d  o r g a n i c  m o l e c u l e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e
i m m e n s e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  o r g a n i c  m o l e c u l e s  i n  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s  i s  r e d u c i b l e  t o
a  b a s i c  s i m p l i c i t y .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h e  o r g a n i c  m a c r o m o l e c u l e s  o f  c e l l s
a r e  c o m p o s e d  o f  c e r t a i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  m i c r o m o l e c u l e s ,  s t r u n g  i n t o  l o n g
c h a i n s  o f  5 0  t o  m a n y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  u n i t s .  D e o x y r i b o n u c l e i c  A c i d  ( D N A )  i s
c o n s t r u c t e d  f r o m  o n l y  f o u r  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  o f  m i c r o m o l e c u l e s ,  t h e
d e o x y r i b o n u c l e o t i d e s ,  a r r a n g e d  i n  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  s e q u e n c e .  P r o t e i n
c o n s i s t s  o f  c o v a l e n t l y  l i n k e d  c h a i n s  o f  2 0  d i f f e r e n t  a m i n o  a c i d s .  T h e s e
a m i n o  a c i d s  c a n  b e  a r r a n g e d  i n  m a n y  s e q u e n c e s  t o  f o r m  v a r i o u s  p r o t e i n s .
M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  f e w  n u c l e o t i d e s  t h a t  f o r m  a l l  n u c l e i c  a c i d s  a n d  t h e  2 0  a m i n o
a c i d s  t h a t  c o m p o s e  a l l  p r o t e i n s ,  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  i n  a l l  s p e c i e s ,  w h e t h e r
m i c r o b i a l ,  p l a n t  o r  a n i m a l .  T h i s  f a c t  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a l l  l i v i n g
o r g a n i s m s  p o s s e s s  a  c o m m o n  a n c e s t o r .  

O v e r  9 0 %  o f  s o l i d  o r g a n i c  m a t t e r  o f  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  m a n y
t h o u s a n d s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  o r g a n i c  m a c r o m o l e c u l e s ,  i s  f o r m e d  b y  j u s t  3 6  s i m p l e
m i c r o m o l e c u l e s .  S o ,  w e  n e e d  t o  k n o w  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  p r o p e r t i e s  o f  o n l y
r e l a t i v e l y  f e w  o r g a n i c  c o m p o u n d s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  b i o l o g i c a l
m a c r o m o l e c u l e s .  E a c h  o f  t h e  s i m p l e  m i c r o m o l e c u l e s  s e r v e s  m u l t i p l e
f u n c t i o n s  i n  l i v i n g  c e l l s .  A m i n o  a c i d  m o l e c u l e s  a r e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f
p r o t e i n s  a n d  c o m p o n e n t s  o f  h o r m o n e s ,  a l k a l o i d s ,  p i g m e n t s ,  e t c .
N u c l e o t i d e s  c o m p r i s e  n u c l i d e  a c i d  a n d  a r e  c o e n z y m e s ,  e t c .  W i t h  t h i s ,  w e
c a n  p o s t u l a t e  c e r t a i n  d i c t a t e s  o f  o r g a n i c  n u c l e a r  l o g i c :  1 :  O r g a n i c
m a c r o m o l e c u l e s  s h a r e  a  s i m i l a r ,  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e .  2 :  A l l  l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s
a r e  c o m p o s e d  o f  s i m i l a r  f o u n d a t i o n a l  m i c r o m o l e c u l e s ,  a n d  s e e m  t o  s h a r e  a
c o m m o n  a n c e s t o r .  3 :  I d e n t i f y i n g  a n  o r g a n i s m  i s  p o s s i b l e  b y  i d e n t i f y i n g  i t s
u n i q u e  n u c l e i c  a c i d s  a n d  p r o t e i n s .  4 :  A l l  o r g a n i c  b i o m o l e c u l e s  a r e
s p e c i a l i s e d .
 

Organic Chemistry:
The Science of Life

 -  O i s h i k  P a n d a ,  G r a d e  1 0



My Nexus Journey: Growing in
Business and Lifeskills

My journey at Nexus, a Business Event for the Secondary section, was an exhilarating experience that
pushed me beyond my limits. As a Grade 8 student, I was initially filled with excitement and
anticipation, but the reality of the challenge soon set in.

One of the most significant challenges we faced was budgeting. Our scenario was to create
handicrafts, which meant sourcing raw materials and ensuring cost-effective production. This required
careful planning and a lot of discussions, but it also taught us valuable skills in financial management.

Time constraints posed another obstacle. With exams looming, we had only a week to prepare for
Nexus. This meant working tirelessly, often late into the night, to ensure that our project was ready.
Despite the pressure, the experience was incredibly rewarding, as it taught me the importance of time
management and efficient work.

I had the opportunity to make candles, a skill I never thought I would acquire. The entire process was
fun and interactive, and it was evident that our team was putting our brains to the test. Brainstorming
ideas endlessly, we explored various possibilities and ultimately selected the most promising concept.

Before the event, I was brimming with enthusiasm. However, as we progressed through the
preparations, the reality of the competition began to sink in. The pressure to succeed was immense,
and there were moments when I doubted our abilities. 

In the end, the experience was incredibly fulfilling. Not only did I learn valuable skills, but I also had
the opportunity to work collaboratively with talented individuals. The sense of accomplishment I felt
when we won the competition was indescribable. It was a testament to our hard work, dedication,
and innovative thinking.

One of the most significant takeaways from Nexus was the realization that this event is a perfect fit for
business-minded students. It provided a glimpse into the world of entrepreneurship, allowing us to
understand the challenges, rewards and the immense potential of the business world

My team, Phoenix House, consisted of Neel Patil, Sia Karmali, Praveena Rane, Rudraveer Singh and
yours truly. Each of us played a crucial role in our success. Our dedication, creativity, and
unwavering support helped us overcome the obstacles we faced.

As I reflect on my journey at Nexus, I am filled with a sense of pride and accomplishment. This
experience has ignited my passion for business and inspired me to pursue my goals.

 - Tia Virani,
Grade 8
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The vibrant flowers unfurled their petals before me. Beside me,
my best friend was chattering non-stop, but I wasn’t paying
attention. Instead, I was absorbed in the aroma of the crisp,
fresh ocean air, the miniscule sand grains tickling my feet, and,
of course, the ocean itself. I always marvelled at how a single
body of water could connect the entire world and all its
continents. I also pondered how this water body could sustain
the Earth, why fish chose the oceans, rivers, and lakes as their
home instead of other forms on the Earth’s surface. But one
thing I knew for sure: the ocean forged a special bond between
my mom and me.

THE OCEAN
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 - Megan Zoe Dsouza, Grade 7A

How an Algo Trading Robot Works
I m a g i n e  a  s t o c k  m a r k e t  c y b o r g .  T h i s  a l g o r i t h m i c
t r a d i n g  r o b o t  s c a n s  t h e  m a r k e t  c o n s t a n t l y ,  l i k e  a
h a w k  e y e i n g  a  m o u s e .  I t ' s  p r o g r a m m e d  t o  i d e n t i f y
s p e c i f i c  p a t t e r n s ,  l i k e  a  s t o c k  p r i c e  d i p p i n g  b e l o w
i t s  a v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  d a y  w i t h  u n u s u a l l y  h i g h  t r a d i n g
v o l u m e .  T h i s  c o u l d  s i g n a l  a  p o t e n t i a l  b u y i n g
o p p o r t u n i t y .  T h e  b o t  t h e n  c h e c k s  i t s  p r e - s e t
r u l e s .  I f  t h e  p r i c e  f a l l s  f u r t h e r  t h a n  a  c e r t a i n
t h r e s h o l d ,  t h e  b o t  s p r i n g s  i n t o  a c t i o n ,
a u t o m a t i c a l l y  p l a c i n g  a  b u y  o r d e r  t o  s c o o p  u p
s h a r e s  a t  a  d i s c o u n t .  A l l  t h i s  h a p p e n s  i n
m i l l i s e c o n d s ,  f a s t e r  t h a n  a n y  h u m a n  c o u l d  r e a c t .
T h e  g o a l ?  T o  c a p i t a l i z e  o n  f l e e t i n g  m a r k e t
i n e f f i c i e n c i e s  a n d  s n a t c h  p r o f i t s  b e f o r e  t h e y
d i s a p p e a r .  O f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  m a r k e t  i s  a  t r i c k y  b e a s t ,
a n d  w h a t  w o r k s  t o d a y  m i g h t  f l o p  t o m o r r o w .  B u t
t h a t ' s  w h e r e  t h e  b e a u t y  o f  t h e s e  b o t s  l i e s  -  t o  b e
a b l e  t o  l e a r n  a n d  a d a p t .  O r  m a y b e ,  w o r k  w e l l
e n o u g h  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  n e e d  t o  a d a p t .

 -  M a r c e l  P a d g a o n k a r ,  G r a d e  1 0



E v e r y  c h i l d  d e s e r v e s  a  r i g h t

A  r i g h t  t o  d r e a m ,

A  r i g h t  t o  a s k ,

A  r i g h t  t o  f l o w  l i k e  a  r u s h i n g  s t r e a m ,

A  r i g h t  t o  l e a r n ,

A  r i g h t  t o  l i v e ,

A  r i g h t  t o  e a r n .

E a c h  k i d  h a s  a  b r a i n  l i k e  o u r s ,

I t ’ s  u p  t o  y o u  t o  m a k e  i t  s h i n e  a n d  d a n c e .

I t ’ s  n o t  f a i r  f o r  u s  t o  l e a r n  w h i l e  t h e y  s t i l l  y e a r n .

T h e y  h a v e  a  r i g h t ,

A  r i g h t  t o  l e a r n .

A  s p a r k  t h a t  i g n i t e s  i n  e v e r y  m i n d ,

C a n  l i g h t  t h e  f i r e  t h a t  b u r n s  b r i g h t ,

I n  e v e r y  h o u s e ,

I n  e v e r y  c h i l d ,

B u r n s  a  l i g h t ,

A  l i g h t  t o  l e a r n .
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Right to Write!

 -  G a u r a n g  V a t s ,  G r a d e  6 A



For many years, it was believed that oxygen was only produced by
photosynthesis in plants and algae. Moreover, about half the oxygen we
breathe comes from the ocean, and it was believed that this oxygen was
produced by marine plants through photosynthesis, which requires
sunlight. However, in a recent discovery scientists found oxygen 4000
metres below sea level, where no sunlight can penetrate. This oxygen was
termed “dark oxygen”.

The discovery was made in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone, a vast area in the
Pacific Ocean. This dark oxygen is produced by polymetallic nodules
present on the seabed. These nodules are rock-like formations that form
when dissolved metals in the seawater collect on fragments of shells or
other debris; this process takes millions of years. These nodules are rich in
lithium, cobalt and copper. 

Moreover, these materials are not only used by companies to make
batteries but also cause the nodules to act as batteries, which can
produce electric currents on its surface. The electric current produced 
then splits the seawater into hydrogen and oxygen by a process called
electrolysis, electrolysis is the breaking down or decomposition of an
ionic compound by the passage of an electric current.

This discovery has again highlighted how little we know about our oceans
and has caused scientists to revisit several questions such as ‘How did
life really begin on earth?’. In conclusion, the discovery of dark oxygen
has opened up new gates for research and exploration, showcasing how
there is still much to learn and many secrets yet to be uncovered.

Dark Oxygen

 - Kanish Chimalkar, Grade 10
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In a quiet, tiny village, a girl named Amber lived alone in a small house. She was as
pretty as the stars and had the spirit of a horse. Everyone knew her as a kind,
intelligent and stunning girl. She was a sixteen-year-old girl who had lost her
parents at the age of thirteen, which made her quite independent. Amber was a
very curious girl for her age. She believed in magical creatures and magical people.
She watched many cartoons, which contained magic and fairies and dragons. This is
the reason she had always wanted to learn about magic or at least prove that it
existed.

One pleasant morning, as Amber was sitting on a chair in her house reading a book
about mythology, she heard a loud thud in the attic. She decided to check it out
and she saw a bird hurt on the ground. One of its wings was broken. Amber
decided to help. She saw something glowing under the wing of the bird. It turned
out to be a piece of glowing paper! She opened the paper and in that paper was a
map that was drawn, which led from her house to an unknown place. She applied
some balm and left the bird to heal on the chair; then she decided to find this place.
It didn’t look very far but she packed some snacks just in case.

Amber had a really good feeling about this trip, She walked and walked but saw
nothing. After twenty minutes of walking, she saw a cave and entered it. There
were crystals everywhere and she saw a ladder leading to a door. She climbed up
and saw a pathway and there was a glowing thing on it. It looked like a portal. The
minute Amber entered it, she saw that the sky was a bright crystalline blue. The
plants were pink in colour and there were creatures that looked so magical. She
saw fairies and elves and dragons. Amber was speechless and felt utter joy. A fairy
came and told Amber that this was where she had been born and that she was a
magical being. She cried tears of happiness. Suddenly, she saw the most
unexpected thing. It was her parents smiling at her and looking proud. Amber
instantly started bawling. Her parents had put the map under the owl’s wing and
had sent the owl as a sign just so Amber could find this place and find her parents
one day and know the truth. 

The Magical World

Ever since then, she has lived in this magical world. She is the happiest she has
ever been.. Sometimes, she visits her house and visits the bird that couldn’t fly;
occasionally, she  took the bird with her to the magical world. Amber has learnt
how to practise magic and has become one of the most powerful people in the
magical world.  

 - Eranah D'Silva,  Grade 7A



As the growth of technology increases, so do different job opportunities. Social
media has platforms where users post selfies, and videos and make blogs about
various content, and by doing this they gain followers; these followers mean
everything to them. We, as a group of people, went from posting selfies online on
these platforms for just entertainment to making these selfies our job. The more
followers and likes a user has the more the company of the platform pays them.
These payments are in bulk and can be up to 10k USD per video or more. This is
the reason many people even quit jobs such as working at fast food chains and
started to post online with the hope that they become famous and start earning
more money. Platforms such as Youtube, TikTok, and Instagram are the main ones
that people earn on. Brands partner up with influencers by paying them money
and free samples and in return, the influencer makes a video about promoting the
company. This benefits companies as they don't have to pay enormous amounts to
advertise in areas such as billboards because they can just pay famous influencers
for a lower price and have higher chances of attracting more customers.

People often mistake celebrities for influencers. Celebrities make a living by
working in jobs such as acting or singing, whereas influencers only focus on social
media and nothing else. This is why anyone can become an influencer online. The
rise of this new form of marketing has created an entire ecosystem of support
industries. With the growth of advanced technology, new jobs come into offer such
as video editors, social media managers, influencers, and even graphic designers.
The fashion region has also immensely been affected by social media influencers as
fans of influencers notice the type of clothing that the influencer wears and would
want to have the same. Fashion and clothing companies then change their clothing
models to those that are in trend because they know that fans would want the kind
of clothes influencers to wear. The line between genuine content and paid
promotion is blurred. This leads to concerns about authenticity. Followers start to
doubt influencers that the products they promote are really worth it and not just to
earn money. This brings us to doubt if influencers are to be trusted or not. 

From an economic perspective, the influencer economy has contributed to the
expansion of the gig economy. People now have options available to look for
multiple income sources rather than traditional employment. This brings
flexibility and creativity, but can also lead to instability and unpredictability.
influencer culture has created pressure to project an idealized life which can lead to
unrealistic expectations among followers. Consumers who are followers are now
spending more on products. As long as there are new trends on social media and
there are followers to support, influencers will always be able to pay the rent. 

The Economics of Influencer Marketing: How
Posting Selfies Pays the Rent 

 - Arnav Bhatia, Grade 9

MERAKI  |  AUGUST-OCTOBER  2425



Recently, our school had an inter-grade science competition in which
my group was assigned the topic ‘Ways to recycle food waste’. It’s safe
to say my group members and I were conflicted; we were slightly
bewildered and were starting to lead towards the same old idea of
composting! Until we stumbled on the concept of ‘biofuels’.

To give a brief on the procedure, biofuel is to be made by putting
together the food waste and an ethanol-alkoxide solution combined
with used oil. The oil has to be heated to around 55-60°C and then can
be incorporated into the mixture. Sure, it seems easy right? Wrong! We
made many mistakes as students do, but with the help of our amazing
teachers and our will to achieve our goal, we did it! We had successful
results to a certain extent coming from our three types of raw
materials used for the biofuels (proteins, greens and carbohydrates)
with carbohydrates being our best and shockingly proteins being our
worst.

Overall, my emotions throughout this experience were a rollercoaster
ride. Stress,relief and stress all over again. However, as the group leader
I could not be more proud of my group and the experiment we
conducted. It gave us a sense of accomplishment as our hard work
paid off.

My Experience on the
Science Competition

 - Simone Kenkre, Grade 9
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S h o u l d   d e a t h  r o w  i n m a t e s
r e p l a c e   a n i m a l s  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  t e s t i n g ?

When considering whether death row inmates should be offered the
opportunity to participate in scientific testing as an alternative to animal
testing, several critical factors come into play. The severity of the crime,
the loss of innocent lives, the fairness of the trial,  and the often-
discriminatory application of the death penalty all  influence the decision
to sentence someone to death. Many argue that allowing a heinous
criminal to circumvent or delay punishment is unjust.  However, what if
death row inmates were given the chance to volunteer for scientific
testing, particularly in areas that could greatly benefit from human trials
—such as pharmaceuticals,  medical research, or product safety testing?
This could reduce the need for animal testing and bolster the safety and
reliability of consumer products.  Animal testing’s impact is staggering:
over 110 million animals die annually in unsuccessful experiments, and
global expenditure on such testing exceeds 14 billion dollars.  A human
alternative, particularly using individuals sentenced to death, could offer
scientific advancement and an opportunity for redemption to the
condemned. Despite this potential,  reducing the severity of a death
sentence in exchange for testing remains controversial.  It  might
unintentionally encourage criminal behaviour by offering an ‘escape
route’.  Additionally,  public unease could rise in communities where such
measures are implemented.

Should death row inmates replace animals in scientific testing?

Given that most countries have abolished the death penalty, finding a
suitable alternative for the 110 million animals lost each year to testing
remains challenging. Innovative options like using cell  cultures, human
tissues, computer models,  and volunteer studies are attractive prospects.
These approaches, though still  evolving, show promise. Ultimately, while
animal testing should be minimised, offering death row inmates as
substitutes must be approached with caution. Expanding usage of
advanced computer models,  cell-based technologies and voluntary
human trials appears to be a more ethically and logically sound
alternative and could create an equilibrium of judicial rigour and
humane treatment.

 -  Jezneel Gonsalves, Grade 9
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You may have heard that the triangle is the strongest shape, stronger
than all four-sided polygons like the square, rectangle, and rhombus. If
you have never heard about this, you must have seen it. Think about the
everyday bridge you use; most of the time, this bridge will be made of
these three-sided polygons.

In one of our Math classes, when we were learning about the properties
of triangles, we conducted an activity to understand why the triangle is
considered the strongest shape. In this activity, we were told to use
straws and clay to assemble a pentagon, square, and triangle. After we
were done, we were asked to put pressure on the vertex of each shape.
The pentagon and square both deformed and slanted, but the triangle
kept its shape and remained in its original form.

This happens because a square collapses even though the sides are of
fixed length, and the angles of the square or rectangle can change even
though the sides remain the same in length. However, if you look at a
triangle, you will notice that you can’t change the angles of a triangle
without changing the length of the sides or constructing a new triangle.

This is the reason why triangles are used to make infrastructure like
bridges and arches sturdier for daily use, making triangles the strongest
polygon.

Why the Triangle is the
Strongest Shape in Structures

Why the Triangle is the
Strongest Shape in Structures

Why the Triangle is the
Strongest Shape in Structures

 - Praveena Rane, Grade 7A
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B i o s e n s o r s  a r e  s p e c i a l  t o o l s  t h a t  h e l p  u s  f i n d  h a r m f u l
m e t a l s ,  l i k e  l e a d  a n d  m e r c u r y ,  i n  c o n t a m i n a t e d  w a t e r .
T h e s e  m e t a l s  c a n  b e  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  t o  o u r  h e a l t h ,  e v e n
i n  s m a l l  a m o u n t s .  T r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  t o  d e t e c t  t h e s e
m e t a l s  o f t e n  n e e d  e x p e n s i v e  m a c h i n e s  a n d  e x p e r t s  t o
o p e r a t e  t h e m .  B i o s e n s o r s  o f f e r  a  s i m p l e r  a n d  c h e a p e r
s o l u t i o n .

A  b i o s e n s o r  h a s  t w o  m a i n  p a r t s :  a  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r t  a n d  a
d e t e c t o r .  T h e  b i o l o g i c a l  p a r t  c o u l d  b e  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e
b a c t e r i a  o r  e n z y m e s .  T h i s  p a r t  r e a c t s  w i t h  t h e  h e a v y
m e t a l s  i n  t h e  w a t e r .  W h e n  i t  r e a c t s ,  i t  s e n d s  a  s i g n a l  t o
t h e  d e t e c t o r .  T h i s  s i g n a l  t e l l s  u s  i f  t h e r e  a r e  h e a v y
m e t a l s  i n  t h e  w a t e r  a n d  h o w  m u c h  o f  t h e m  a r e  p r e s e n t .

O n e  g r e a t  t h i n g  a b o u t  b i o s e n s o r s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e
p o r t a b l e  a n d  e a s y  t o  u s e .  T h e y  c a n  g i v e  q u i c k  r e s u l t s
r i g h t  w h e r e  y o u  a r e ,  w i t h o u t  n e e d i n g  t o  s e n d  s a m p l e s  t o
a  l a b .  T h i s  m a k e s  t h e m  v e r y  u s e f u l  f o r  c h e c k i n g  w a t e r
q u a l i t y  i n  p l a c e s  t h a t  a r e  f a r  f r o m  b i g  c i t i e s .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  c a n  e a s i l y  t e s t  t h e i r
w a t e r  f o r  s a f e t y  w i t h o u t  r e l y i n g  o n  d i s t a n t  l a b o r a t o r i e s .

R e c e n t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  h a v e  m a d e  b i o s e n s o r s  e v e n  b e t t e r .
N e w  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i e s  h a v e  m a d e  t h e m  m o r e
s e n s i t i v e ,  m e a n i n g  t h e y  c a n  d e t e c t  e v e n  t i n y  a m o u n t s  o f
h e a v y  m e t a l s .  T h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  e v e n  s m a l l
a m o u n t s  c a n  b e  h a r m f u l .  S c i e n t i s t s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y
w o r k i n g  t o  e n h a n c e  t h e s e  t o o l s ,  m a k i n g  t h e m  m o r e
a c c u r a t e  a n d  r e l i a b l e .

U s i n g  b i o s e n s o r s  f o r  d e t e c t i n g  h e a v y  m e t a l s  i n  w a t e r  i s  a
b i g  s t e p  f o r w a r d .  T h e y  h e l p  u s  k e e p  o u r  w a t e r  s a f e  t o
d r i n k  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f r o m  p o l l u t i o n .  A s
t e c h n o l o g y  a d v a n c e s ,  w e  c a n  e x p e c t  b i o s e n s o r s  t o
b e c o m e  e v e n  m o r e  c o m m o n  a n d  u s e f u l  i n  o u r  d a i l y  l i v e s .
T h i s  p r o g r e s s  i n  b i o s e n s o r  t e c h n o l o g y  n o t  o n l y  e n s u r e s
o u r  h e a l t h  b u t  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  a  c l e a n e r  a n d  s a f e r
e n v i r o n m e n t .

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  b i o s e n s o r s  a r e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  w a y  w e
m o n i t o r  w a t e r  q u a l i t y .  T h e y  p r o v i d e  a  p r a c t i c a l ,
e f f i c i e n t ,  a n d  c o s t - e f f e c t i v e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  d e t e c t i n g
d a n g e r o u s  h e a v y  m e t a l s ,  e n s u r i n g  o u r  w a t e r  i s  s a f e .
E m b r a c i n g  t h i s  t e c h n o l o g y  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s a f e g u a r d i n g
o u r  h e a l t h  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  f u t u r e
g e n e r a t i o n s .
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 -  S i d h a n t  A h u j a ,  G r a d e  1 0

Biosensors for Detection of
Heavy Metals in Water
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Il était une fois une princesse qui avait la peau blanche comme la neige. Elle
s'appelait Blanche-Neige. Quand elle était petite, sa mère, la reine, est morte. Il
a été temps pour son père, le roi, de se remarier, avec une femme très belle
mais très arrogante. Chaque matin, elle se regardait dans son miroir magique.
Un jour, son miroir lui a dit : « Ô reine, tu es très belle, mais Blanche-Neige est
la plus belle dans ce royaume. » En entendant ces mots, la reine
est devenue pâle de rage et de jalousie. Elle a commencé à détester Blanche-
Neige. Un jour, elle a demandé à un de ses serviteurs de tuer Blanche-Neige.
Mais elle était si belle qu'il l'a laissée partir dans les bois. Elle est allée dans
une petite maison cachée sous les arbres. Plus tard sont arrivés là-bas les sept
petits nains, à qui elle a raconté ses aventures. Mais la méchante reine
cherchait toujours Blanche-Neige pour la tuer. Habillée en vieille dame, elle lui
a offert une pomme empoisonnée, rouge d'un côté et blanche de l'autre. Les
nains ont trouvé Blanche-Neige morte. Elle semblait dormir dans son cercueil
de verre. Elle reposait au milieu de la forêt, les nains à ses côtés, quand un jour
un prince, qui était en voyage, s'est arrêté chez les nains. Il a vu Blanche-Neige
et l'a sauvée en faisant sortir de sa bouche le morceau de pomme empoisonné.
Aussitôt, elle a ouvert les yeux, pour voir le prince la regarder et lui dire tout ce
qui s'était passé, avant de lui dire tout son amour pour elle, Ils se sont mariés,
ont vécu heureux et ont eu beaucoup d'enfants.  

Cinq années plus tard, blanche neige et le prince ont eu beaucoup d'enfants,
une petite maison dans une forêt et un chien. Le prince était heureux mais il ne
savais pas que Blanche Neige avait une liaison avec un autre prince. Elle a
voulu divorcer le prince mais elle ne savait pas comment faire ça. Un jour, elle
a décidé de lui dire. Il était furieux et il l’a enfermé dans une salle. Beaucoup de
jours ont passé et le prince lui a donné des repas. Mais, il y avait une fenêtre
dans la salle et Blanche Neige pouvait envoyer des messages à son amoureux à
travers les oiseaux. Elle a envoyé un message avec les oiseaux à l'autre prince
en lui expliquant la situation. Après qu'il a reçu le message, il est venu à cheval
et il a sauvé Blanche neige et ses enfants et les a emmené à sa maison. Ils y ont
habité et y ont vécu une bonne vie.  

30

La Nouvelle Fin de La Blanche Neige

 - Shannon Fernandes, Joshua Fernandes and Diah Shankhwalkar, Grade 9 
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चिड़िया  रानी 
छो टी    चि ड़ि या  दा ल  प र    बै ठी  ,
फु द क  –  फु द क    क र  मु झे  लु भा ती  
उ ड़ ती  – फि र ती  डा ली  – डा ली  ,  ची  – ची    क र के  ,  शो र  म चा ती  
नी ल    ग ग न  में    ज ब  व ह  ,  उ ड़ ती
बा द ल    से  भी  बा तें    क र ती  
य ह  छो टी    सी  ,  चि ड़ि या    रा नी  
क र ती  है  अ प नी  म न  मा नी  

      -  मि ता षा ,  क क्षा  1  अ   

बा रि श  रि म झि म  –  रि म झि म  आ ती  हैं  ।  
स ब को  खु श  क र  जा ती  हैं   ,
अ प ना  ज ल  ब र सा ती  हैं    ।
ग र्मी  दू र  भ गा ती  हैं   ,
बा रि श  रि म झि म  आ ती  हैं  ।
ध र ती  को  न ह ला  जा ती  हैं   ,
सू खे  व न  ह रे  हो  जा ते  हैं   ।
ह रे  –  भ रे  खे त  ल ह रा ते  हैं  ,
बा ग़  -  ब गी चे  म ह क  जा ते  हैं  ,
ब च्चे  -  बू ढे  खु श  हो  जा ते  हैं   ।

बारिश  

     -  अ नं त  प र म ल ,  क क्षा   4  अ    

ल म्बा  का न  ,  टि म टि मा ती  ना क  ,  छो टी  पूँ छ  ,
औ र  कू द ना  वो ह  चा ह ता  है  
व ह  कौ न  है  ?
क्या  आ प  प ता  च ला  स क ते  हैं  ?
मैं  उ से  गा ज र  औ र  ज ल कुं भी  खि ला ता  हूँ  

उ स के  का न  ल म्बे  हैं  ,
उ स की  पूँ छ  छो टी  है  ,
औ र  वो ह  को ई  शो र  न हीं  क र ता  ,
टि म टि मा ती  ना क  ,  छो टी  पूँ छ  ,
औ र  कू द ना  व ह  चा ह ता  हैं   
व ह  है  मे रा  प्या रा  ख र गो श   

वह कौन है ?

      -   न व्या  कू प र ,  क क्षा  5 B  

Poetry



Gucci, Louis Vuitton et Balenciaga sont des marques
connues de la mode. La mode est une force puissante. La
mode est importante mais a aussi ses aspects négatifs, mais
comment ? 

La mode est une nécessité. Cependant, n'acheter que des
vêtements coûteux n'est pas nécessaire. D'une part, la mode
permet aux personnes d'affirmer leur identité et de
renforcer leur assurance. Porter des vêtements tendance
peut procurer un sentiment d'inclusion dans un groupe ou
une tendance. 

C’est sûr que la mode a des avantages et des inconvénients.
Je crois que les inconvénients surpassent les avantages.
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La Mode

 - Ian Godinho, Grade 9
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Je  m 'appe l l e  Marquez .  J 'a i  d i x  ans .  Je  su i s
é tud iant .  J 'hab i te  à  Dabo l im,  Goa,  a lors  j e  su i s

Ind ien .  Je  su i s  gent i l ,  in te l l igent  e t  j eune .  Je  par le
un  peu  frança i s  e t  ang la i s .  J 'a ime  manger  des

pâtes ,  de  la  g lace  e t  de  la  p i zza .  Ma mère  s 'appe l l e
A l thea ,  e l l e  a  trente-hu i t  ans .  E l l e  e s t  Ind ienne .

E l l e  hab i te  avec  moi .  E l l e  e s t  bou langère .  E l l e  e s t
sympath ique ,  gent i l l e  e t  j o l i e .  E l l e  par le  ang la i s ,

konkani  e t  h ind i .  E l l e  a ime  bo ire  du  jus  de  fru i t s  e t
manger  des  tar t ines .  Mon père  s ' appe l l e  Keegan,  i l
a  quarante-deux  ans .  I l  e s t  ingén ieur .  I l  e s t  Ind ien

et  i l  e s t  in te l l igent ,  gent i l  e t  musc lé .  I l  par le
ang la i s ,  konkani  e t  h ind i .  I l  a ime  auss i  bo ire  du

café  e t  manger  des  sandwiches  au  pou le t .

Je  m 'appe l l e  Emi ly .  J 'a i  onze  ans .  Je  su i s  é tud iante .
J 'hab i te  à  Porvor im en  Inde ,  a lors  j e  su i s  ind ienne .  Je

su i s  j o l i e ,  grande  e t  be l l e .  Je  par le  un  peu  frança i s ,
ang la i s ,  konkani  e t  h ind i .  J 'a ime  manger  du  choco la t  e t

de  la  p i zza .  Ma mère  s 'appe l l e  Joyce ,  e l l e  a  quarante
ans .  E l l e  e s t  Ind ienne .  E l l e  hab i te  avec  mon père ,  mon
frère  e t  moi  à  Porvor im.  E l l e  e s t  bou langère .  E l l e  e s t

in te l l igente ,  gent i l l e  e t  be l l e .  E l l e  par le  ang la i s ,  konkani
e t  h ind i .  Mon père  s ' appe l l e  I s l e ,  i l  a  quarante  ans .  I l
e s t  Ind ien  e t  i l  e s t  in te l l igent ,  gent i l  e t  beau .  I l  par le

ang la i s ,  konkani  e t  h ind i .  I l  a ime  auss i  manger  du
choco la t  e t  de  la  p i zza .  Mon frère  s ' appe l l e  Joshua.  I l
e s t  Ind ien .  I l  a  quatorze  ans .  I l  e s t  in te l l igent ,  beau  e t

grand.  I l  e s t  é tud iant .

 -  Marquez  Menezes ,  Grade  5B

 -  Emi ly  Fernandes ,  Grade  5A



L a  m a i s o n  d e  m e s  r ê v e s  s e r a i t  u n e  g r a n d e  m a i s o n  a v e c
u n  j a r d i n  e t  d e  p r é f é r e n c e  u n e  p i s c i n e .  J ' a i m e r a i s  q u ' i l
y  a i t  3  g r a n d e s  c h a m b r e s  a v e c  c h a c u n e  l e u r  s a l l e  d e
b a i n ,  m a i s  j e  s o u h a i t e  q u e  l a  c h a m b r e  p r i n c i p a l e  a i t
u n e  b a i g n o i r e  e t  u n  d r e s s i n g .  J e  v o u d r a i s  q u e  l a
m a i s o n  a i t  4  s a l l e s  d e  b a i n s ,  u n e  s a l l e  d ’ e a u  i n c l u s e
a v e c  l e s  s a l l e s  d e  b a i n s  d e s  c h a m b r e s  p o u r  q u e  m e s
i n v i t é s  p u i s s e n t  l e s  u t i l i s e r .  J e  v e u x  q u e  l a  m a i s o n  a i t
u n  s a l o n  s p a c i e u x  e t  u n e  p i è c e  p o u r  m o n  e s p a c e  d e
c o n v e r s a t i o n .  L a  c u i s i n e  d o i t  ê t r e  o u v e r t e  e t  g r a n d e ,
e t  a v o i r  u n  î l o t  e t  u n e  l o n g u e  t a b l e  à  m a n g e r .  I l
d e v r a i t  é g a l e m e n t  y  a v o i r  u n  s o u s - s o l  p o u v a n t  ê t r e
t r a n s f o r m é  e n  s a l l e  d e  j e u x  e t  e n  b a r  e t  c i n é m a  à
d o m i c i l e .  J ' a i m e r a i s  é g a l e m e n t  q u e  l a  m a i s o n  a i t  u n
b u r e a u  d a n s  l e q u e l  t r a v a i l l e r ,  q u i  f e r a i t  é g a l e m e n t
o f f i c e  d e  s t u d i o  p o u r  m e s  c r é a t i o n s  d e  m o d e .  L a
m a i s o n  d e v r a  é g a l e m e n t  a v o i r  u n  g a r a g e  p o u r  r a n g e r
m e s  v o i t u r e s  e t  m e s  o u t i l s .  D a n s  l ’ e n s e m b l e ,  j ’ a i m e r a i s
v r a i m e n t  q u e  l a  m a i s o n  s ’ i n s p i r e  d e s  d e s i g n s  d u
m i l i e u  d u  s i è c l e ,  c a r  c ’ e s t  u n e  e s t h é t i q u e  q u e  j ’ a i m e
v r a i m e n t  e t  q u i  c o r r e s p o n d r a i t  à  m e s  g o û t s .
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L A  M A I S O N  D E  M E S  R Ê V E S

 -  A m a y a  G l o w e l i  M e w a r a ,  G r a d e  9
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